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BELIEVERS BAPTISM: 


I. As anAcrT of SUBLIME WorsHiP te the 
ADGRABLE PERSONS in the GODHEAD. 
II. As a REPRESENTATION of the SUFFER- 
incs of CHRIST, his Darn, Bon iar, 
and RESURRECTION. 1 

III. As an ERL RN of REGENERATION and 

| SANCTIFICATION. 

IV. As the ANSWER or DECLARATION of 
a co0D ConsclIEnceEt TOWARDS GOD. 

V. As a POWERFUL OBLIGATION to NEW= 
NEss of LirzE ina Counse of Goseer One- 
DIENCE. 

VI. As 4 lively Ficuxs of the natural 

DEATH of every CHRISTIAN: © 


| DESIGNED 
As an Introduction to a Box of Hruxs on Bar- 
rism; and to be bound up with them, as a Me- 
| morial for the daily uſe of all zayrizeDBeLigve 
xs and their Children, eſpecially for every Per. 
= fon that is a Candidate for BELIZVE AS Barrio | 
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| Dux uud binttured B e e enn, 
* ＋ is highly incumbent onalt that 
5 y love the Lokp Jesvs CH- in 
J ſincerity, and are glad to behold 
- their SAviouk in every view in 
1?" which be is pleaſed to jeveal him- 
oY to conſider the dignity and glory of his 
holy inſtitutions. "Theſe laft legacies of a dy- 
ing Saviour; theſe pledges of his eterhal 
and immutable ove, ought to be received with 
the greateſt reverence, and the watmeſt grati- 
| - tude, And as they directly relate to the death 
of the GREAT REDEEMER, which is an event 
the moſt intereſting; an action the moſt grand 
and noble that ever appeared in the world; 
hey ought. to be held in the higheſt elteem, and 
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> EE the utmeſt ſolemnity. Of hefe 


inſtitutions Baptiſm calls for our firft regard, 


as it is appointed to be firft performed: And 


however lightly the inconſiderate part of man- 
kind may affect to treat this Ordinance, it ought 


to be rememberce that CxrisT himſelf con- 
_ tidered it, and ſubmitted to it, as an important 


part of that righteouſneſs which it Became even 
the Sow of Goo to fulfil. As this Ordinance 


zs to be once performed, and not repeated; 


every Chriſtian ought to be particularly care- 
ful that it is done in a right manner; or the 


benefit ariſing to the foul: from this inſtitution 


is Joſt, and loſt for ever | We ought with the 
utmoſt deliberation and care, to conſider the 


nature of its firſt 3 the manner of 


its primitive performance; the glorious beart- 


reviving truths it figuratively. brings to our 


view; and its own, native dignity, as an. ac- 
tion, of the poſitive and ritual kind, the moſt 


| great and noble in itſelf, and well- pleaſing to 


Gon, that is poſſible for us to A on. * 
Ade heaven. 8 


In this ation, Chriſtians, you behold 1 


eee of God: It is the relult of his wiſe 
and eternal purpoſe; it is clearly commanded 
in his word ; it is enforced by his own exam- 


ple; 
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ple; and. honoured in the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


and wonderfub manner, by every perſon in the. 
adorable TRINITY: | This Ordinance is no 


trivial affair, it is no mean thing; and who 


ever is ſo unhappy as to deſpiſe it, wants eyes 


to ſee its beauty and excellency. The G RE Ar 
Sow of Gop himſelf ſubmitted to it; the Erz-- - 


s wat Farrar atteſted his approbation by a 


voice from heaven; and the HoLy SPIRIT 25. . 
peared in a viſible form, and adorned it with 
the manifeſtation of his glory. Nothing ever 
appeared in the world, either before or fince, 
like this; nor was ever a deed performed by 
man, not intirely moral, ſo great and noble i in 


itſelf, ſo pleaſing to Gop, or ſo honoured from | 
above. Let us then take a ſhort view of this 


Ordinance ; let us conſider. what it is, and 
what is meant by it; it would never be thus. 
dignified and adorned, if there was $ not ſome-.- - 
thing in it worthy our attention. 

I. It may be conſidered as a SoLEMN Aer 


or WorsH1ip. An act of worſhip is an ac- 


knowledgment of the being and perfections 
of Gop, with veneration and love, perform-.- 
ed according to the divine will, not conform- - 
able to the ſancies of men. And | it is a mani- 
feſt truth that this Ordinance can be a benefit 


a to no Ferſon in the world, but thoſe by whom | 
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15 is ; performed e e. 3 Is it 
ſible t to ſuppoſe that it can be of any advantage 
al 10 thoſe who know not what they are doing 

4! who Tee not its glory; know not its end and. 

| _defign; 5 are unacquainted with its figurative” 
meaning; 355 " whoſe ſouls are not affected; and 
who ſee not the Great RepemMEER i in his own. n. 
Jüſtitution? But when a deſire to ſubmit” to 
- this Ordinance ariſes from a new nature; when, 
At is performed by the ſpecial affiftance of di- 
vine grace ; with ſincerity vf ſoul, or 2 fingle 
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| Intention to pleaſe Gop z when it is performed 
| with the united powers of the heart, and 2 
| 
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quick ſenſibility of the divine preſence ; ict 
the living ſprings. of grace in the heart arts 
Wl opened, and this Ordinance is ſubmitted to i in 
Pai, and with ſuch beauty of holineſs, 28 in 
W Fins degree correſponds with the purity of tie ⁵ 
divine perfections; and directed to the  obleſt 
end, which is to glorify Gov, and enjoy him 
K for ever; How great may be the advantage to 
| the ſoul; and what extenſive and laſting be- 
| nefit may be obtained? This Ordinance con- 
ſidered as an act of ſolemn worſhip and adora- 
tion, direQs our attention in a particular man- 
ner to each diſtin perſon in the divine na- 
ture: We are called upon to adore the ETEs- 
NAL FATHER for bis everlaſting electing love, 
| | which 
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 BEETEVERS BAPTISM. 5 | 

which induced him to fend his only Sen t6 be 
the SAvrob of ruined ſinners. We ate call- 
ed upon to adore the Sox for the grandeſt, the 
| moſt i important, the moſt Find, generous, an 
benevolent action, that ever was performed i in- 
the eyes of men or angels; an action which 
will be eternally beheld by both wich the bigh- 
eft admiration 5 praiſe, THz Rebeyrion- 
or OVER SOULS BY His BLOOD; and the Chrif< . 
tian is called upon to adore che Hol. v Sri 
as the Lord and giver of ſpiritual life, and the 
author of aff! that light, and beduty of Bofineſs, 

| which wilt be in his heart for ever. '$$ch 
& conſiderations as theſe h have A powerful tenden 0 

| &y rs affect the feeling beat; to touch all e | 
ſprings df devotion; - to awaken every: "warm 
and tender paffön; and fill the wile foul 
with love, adot3tich: and praiſe, How tu 

rab is it for the delt heat, i nfluen zenced by the 
Hor SPIRIT, on on this great and Cake Seca 

ion to approach the eternal throne with filch 4 
| Entiments as thefe ? < Unto thee, O tou, » 
& dread ſovereign of the univerſe]. thou at 
& Father and Goo of all! thou eternal 2 N 
* of grace 3 and glory | 4 T defire;t to come in the } 
* way of thine own appointment, Thou *. 
« * i ſovereign Go», and as ſuch T delire 


AS | 2 
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«<+2dore thee. All thy works are perfeQ, and 
4 all thy ways are right. Far be it from me, 
« great Gon, far be it from me, to diſpute 
4c the fitneſs of thy will; or think myſelf too 
« wiſe, or too great to ſubmit to what thou 
<« haſt been pleaſed to command. The holy 
« Ordinance before me is thine own appoint- 
ment, and derives a force and authority from 
4 thy ſovereign will expreſly declared, which 
« no created being hath a right to oppoſe. 
* 1n this way, O Los, I approach thy pre- 

« ſence, I bow before thine eternal throne, 
* and worſhip thine awful Majeſty, How 
« great art thou, O Gop, and how worthy to 
de worſhipped and adored! May I come 
« before thee with the utmoſt reverence 
« and awe, and may my heart be enlarged 


+ «© with a ſenſe of thy preſence, How kind, ⁵ 


% how condeſcendingly good art thou in ad- 
mitting ſo worthleſs a creature to draw 


. nigh unto thee, and to a participation of 


e thy holy inſtitutions: I would not eſteem 
e the Ordinance before me an hard taſk, or 
—_ burden ſome ſervice; but rather look upon 
4c jt as an honourable and diſtinguiſhing pri- 
« vilege, that I am permitted, in this way, to 


9 * goodneſs, 


0 
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O my Gov, and what obligations am I un- 


<« ger to love and ſerve thee Didſt thou fix 
« thy love upon me, and hadſt thou thoughts 
6 of ſaving me from all eternity? and ſhall it 

< not be the conftant endeavour of my ſoul, 
« to do thy whole will and to live to thy glo- 
& ry! Didft thou give thy dear Son from thy 
<« boſom to die for my ſins, and ſhall I cooly. 

<< heſitate and be backward in the performance 
« of that particular duty, whereby I am called 


. © upon to acknowledge bim to the world! Is 


« the adorable REDEEMER not aſhamed of me, 
« and am I aſhamed of him! Dear Loxp, 1 
t bjuſh at the thought ! O thou bright image 
e of the everlaſting Goo made manifeſt in 
« human fleſh! O thou great lover and re- 


% deemer of ſouls ! thou kind compaſſionate 
66 SAVIOUR of ſinners 1 1 deſire in thine own 


« Ordinance, to approach. thee, and adore 


tee, as my Lord and my Gad. How great and. 
| © how many have been my provocations, and 


« -from what dreadful wrath haſt thou deliver-/ 


| 4 cd: me | How great have been thy ſufferings 
in my ſtead ; and how ſmall the return 


&« which thou requireſt of me! and: ſhall ſo 


«+ ſmall a tribute be refuſed ! Haſt thou, for 
„ myſoke, been baptized in blood and fre, 


R * ww. _ and rene \ © OR RS . £ © * WW AD o_ 1 
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| > six views or © 


. baptized in water? Hadft thou required fome 


4 and ſhall T refuſe, at thy command to be 


4 great thing, had not I done it? and ſhall I 


« heſitate a moment when thy injunction is 


* no more than to waſh in Jordan and be clean ! 


Dear Loks, Iam conftrained by thine eter- 


& nal love to own thee; and I would follow 
& thee whereſoever thou goeſt. Shine on 


my ſoul; O my Gob, ſhew me thy ſalvi- 
don, and bring to my view theſe gloricus 


< things 'which thine Ordinance is deſigned to 


* repreſerit, Let me approach near to thyſelf, | 


& and favour me with a glimpſe of thy glory. 
« Ere& thy throne in my heart, 'and may all 
e the powers and faculties of my ſoul, and all 
i the members of my body be devoted to thee. 


7, een my KINO and my 

«© only SAVIOUR, and ſhould be glad to make 
« itknown to all the world that I come to thee, 
& and to thee alone, for a full and free'falva- 
& tion. I renounce all other dependence, f 


% would'have-no other hope, no other truſt; 


_ << but deſire to be thine, thine only, and thini? 
fr for ever. 


«"etertial Gon, who wall pleaſed to honour 


And thou, bleſſed Spixrr of the 


1 this Ordinante with the vifible manifeſtation? 


<-of thy-pteſence'; in this wuy 1 draw nigtt 


* 1 adore thee. Be pleaſed, O, 
” Lond 
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„ Lond, to affiſt me. T would male rio re. 
c ſolution, no promiſe in my own ſtrength, 
© for | know that all my firmneſs and ſtabili- 
ty depends on thee. Be pleaſed to carry nie 
c through the duty before me, in ſuch a man- 
ner as may be comfortable to myfelf, and 
cc acceptable ts my Gop. Lead me in ſafety 
along the flippery road of life, and make my 
tc converſation ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of 
c CHR r. Warm my Heart with thy pre- 
ec ſence, bear thy witneſs in me that I belong 
ce to the Lon p: fill me with the fulneſs of 
. heir; and enable me to rejoice, with 2 
„ unſpeakable and full of glory.“ 
II. The Ordinance of Baptifi ey be cus 

fidered as a lively repreſentation of tHe SU. 
FERINGS'OF CHRIST, His DEATH, AND mrs 


| GLokIoUs RESURRECTION : Phe invention? 


of men may be zdorned with ſuperficiaF pomp 
and fhew, and at firſt ſight make 4 great and 
| ſplendidappearanice; but hen cloſely examined, 
they leſſen by degrees, and ſoon fink into their 
native nothingneſs. The contrary is the caſe 
with the things of Gob. How little foever 
they may appear to the looſe and careleſs ob- 
ſerver; they ſoon riſe in the eye of the cloſe- 
and impartial enquirer ; the farther he goes the 
leſs reaſon he has to repent his pains; a won- 
| - derful 


» 
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4 
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N | Such is the divine inſtitution which we are now 
conſidering. How mean and deſpicable does 


| know. it ſhould be. tranſlated, I baue. a plunging 


tion ?᷑ or can any action be eſteemed mean which 


| whirlwinds of divine wrath have we deſerved. by 
our fins I and how ſurely would they have over- 


behold the illuſtrious ſufferer. How was he 
overwhelmed with afflictions, and how heavy 


1 


derful and unexpected greatneſs, dignity and 
importance riſes on his view; and he beholds 
in them a beauty and glory worthy their author. 


it appear to thoſe who only behold it as an im- 
merſion in water; but how grand, majeſtic and 
noble! and how does it fill that ſoul with de- 
votion, and warm it with love, gratitude and 
joy, who beholds it as a lively: repreſentation 
of the Tufferings of CyurisT? We are led to 
thisidea by the words of tbe GREAT REEEUMER 
himſelf, who ſaid upon a view of his ſufferings, 
T have a Baptiſm to be baptized with, the learned 


to be plunged with; and haw am I firaitened till it 
be accompliſhed ! Is there any Chriſtian that can 
behold his ſuffering Saviour without emo- 


repreſents an event ſo intereſting and important? 
What ſtorms and tempeſts, what floods and 


- e 


whelmed us, had not our great Redeemer ap- 
peared for us and ſuffered in our ſtead ! Let us 


did the mighty vengeance fall on his heads 
when, 


\ 


2 3 — 
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zen with a mixture of amazement and terror, 
> ta out, Ay ſoul is exceeding ſorrotuſul unto 
death ! What ſurrounding, what heart-rending 

ſorrows preſſed him on all ſides! How great 
his agony in the Garden, when be ſiuęat great 
trops of blood And with what extremity of tor- 
ture, with what bitterneſs of grief did he ery 


a thou forſaken me? Can it be ſuppoſed that 
any thing leſs than a total immerſion of the whole 
body in water can repreſent theſe all- ſurround- 
ing ſorrows, theſe overwhelming ſufferings ? 
Was any part of our Saviour's body exempt ; 

or were the dreadful ſufferings he endured for 


our ſakes, which were raging as divine wrath, 

and equal to the infinity of our fins, no more 
than a ſprinkling ! Can the rolling billows of 
Grin wrath, riſing high as heaven, wide as crea« 
tion, and boundleſs as infinite ſpace, be repre- 
ſented by a few drops of water ! The like may 
de obſerved reſpecting the death, burial, and refur. 
reclion of CIS Tr, which the volume of inſpi- 
ration informs us, the Ordinance of Baptiſm 
is deſigned to bring to our view ; how great the 
reſemblance when performed by immerſion ? 
But who can behold any thing of this in the 
contraty mode ? 


II. 


dut on the Croſs, My Gd My God! Why 


7 


In en 


A The Ordinarice'of Baptiſm may be far- . 
ther conſidered as an EM RH EMM or REGENER A-. 
Tro AND SANCTIFICATION. The great A- 

poſtle of the Gentiles, ſpeaking of his exalted 
maſter, tells us that Vi are buried with bim by 
> Baptijm into deutb; that like as Chriſt was raiſed 
fromthe deadly the glory of the Father, even ſo we 
alſo fbould walk innewntfs of lift. This not only | 
implies that the regenerate only have à right to 
the Ordinance of Baptiſm ; but that it is an 
emblem or repreſentation of that important A 
change. This is ſo manifeſt from the hol 
- ſcriptures; that ſome have taken the emble 
fot the thing itſelf : They have not only fup< 
poſed but boldly aſſerted, that Baptiſm and Rez 
_ jon are the ſame'thing. But when the 
great Apoſtle, ſpeaking to the primitive Chrif- 
tians, ſays, I are waſhed; yt are fanitified ; ” 
are juftified;;in the name of the LOR D' FE SUS, 
and by the SPIRIT of our GOD: That per- 
ſion muſt have a very confuſed conception of 
- Goſpel doctrine, who ſuppoſes him to mean no 
more than an outward corporeal waſhing. We 
ean therefore by no means allow Baptiſm to be 
Regeneration: Yet we eſteem it as an emblem 
of chat bleſſed work; and in this view it appears 


in a very beautiful and pleafng uy of light 
ts the truly regenerate, 
: IV. 


ö 


A 
As 


1. 
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TV. Tar Answen; oxDecu AKA 10, Ty 
00Þ CONSCIENCE TOwARDs GOD, is ahother 
iew in which the holy ſcriptufes Vepreſeait | the 
ivihe inffitutioh which we are noi cofidering; 
The anſwer of a uud inet rothe. Gov, not 
only relates to that Rn nay with which ve 
pught to perform every duty of which w we Ard 
olivincec ; but id this yiew ſome think it may 
Sildered as having : a forenſic o juci cla! 
r neatiing By fuck it is ſuppoſed to "kite 
| ' anſwer made upon oath; to the nutty of & 
piaifirate in a colt of juice ; 16 that We Per- 
ſon who ſubmits to this Ordinance, in à right 
manner, publicly and ſolemnly- renbunces 
the world, and all it contains, fo'far as it is 


a Iudöhftkent with” the Goſpel of GSR; and 


hooſts CHRIST to be his maſter. He makes ad 
opel profetion of his Faich in CHAT before 
all the world; and takes the oath of alfegiai egiancs 
to him. He 2 the moſt ſolemn promiſe 

as it were upon oath, to be the Lord's 3 and ts 
cleave to him, and him only. 5 

V. The Ordinance before us may be co) 
dered and improved, as a powerful obligation rs 
Newness or Lirt and ACourse of Gog- 
PEL OBEDIENCE ; DISTINGUISHING ' THE 
CHRISTIAN FROM ALL oTHzR MEN; AND 


DIVIDING "THE non FROM THE WORLD. 
The 


38 SX VIEWS OE 


The Chriſtian, in this Ordinance. 5 
an open public profeſſion of his faith and dar 
having owned CHRAISsTH as his Saviour, Lo 
and King ; and baving ſhewn. a probiey « " 
heart _= firmneſs of mind in following bill 
divine maſter i in an Ordinance ſo deſpiſed; 
8 bereby lays himſelf under the higheſt obligs- 
tions . zo. beep the. commandments of Gop an 
the tftimany Jesus Cnkisr; he is influer 
ced. by the moſt powerful motives to follow thy 
Lenb whereſorver be goeth, and to honour his 
Lord. by A courſe of univerſal and perſevering 
obedience. Our GREAT REDEEMER ſeem 
to have. deſig ned this Ocdinance as a teſt of ou 
bacerity. ; —— to diſtinguiſh, his followers from , 
the reſt. of mankind... As a captain who to try 
3 new. ſoldier employs bim at firſt in ſome ar. 
duous and important ſervice, ſo our SAVIOUR, 
to try his own work, and to make the reality 
of his powerful grace in the bearts of his peo- 
| ple, manifeſt to themſelves. and to the world, 

calls them out at firſt to a great and Gngular 
action, and requires their ſubmiſſion to an in- 
ſtitution that is diſguſtful to their nature and 
mortifying to their pride. And indeed it 
muſt be acknowledged that to ſome perſons, in 
ſome particular circumſiances, it is a very ſevere 
trial 3 and requires great Grace to carry them 


2 1 1 


! 
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BELIEVERS BAPTISM. »g 
hrough an Ordinance which is in ſome degree 
Wer and painful tgature; which: ſeems 

to the carnal mind, and is ſo deſpieable 


ne of the world. But ſuch \ ſins. 
ave-often found to their joy bat, 


HA 


Though they with trembling ſteps attend, 

' Oppreſs'd with fears of various kind; 
Vet they at CuzisT's Command 2 4 
And riſing leave their fears behind. ; 


It it be admitted, that C HRIST, by heats: 
dance of Aalen e to divide bis Church 
rom the world, bow manifeſt is it at fiſt fight, 
hat none are proper ſubjects but the regenerate ; 
ſince to accept, or force in perſons of a contra 
y character, has an apparent tendeney to unite 
he world to the church; concerning which it 
„Las propheſied of old, The people all dwell . 
and ſball not be reckoned among the nations. 
VI. We may farther behold in this Ordi- | 
o nance, a LIVELY RESEMBLANCE OF THE A- 
TURAL DEATHoOF EVERY CHRISTIAN. Ap. 
ſage of holy writ already cited, informs us that 
Me are buried with ChrIsT by Baptiſm into death. 
This is a conſideration of great importance, 
and the reſemblance is obvious and ſtriking. 
At death we take leave of our old acquaintance, 
and break our connexion with temporal affairs; 
we enter upon a new world and are employed 


N 
ö 
| 
| 
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TT more. exalted ſcene. of action 5 | 


s no longer in a ſtate of nature, but is born from 
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jul 
by 

a | 
ton; and the freſh garments which we put on ] © 
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4 
How the beauty of this Ordinance is defaced, | 


ject de mode it e changed from its primitive 
orm of adminiſtration; how eaſy is it to ob- 
-Jarve that in either of theſe caſcs'it loſes its 


2 terizes the inventions of men. The Ordinan- 
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every perſon, that is aper ſubject of Baptiſm 


above; be bates and departs from his old ſins, © 
and enters upon that noble, and exalted: dourſele 
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D feel at * of her Giflolu- 


aſtet Baptiſm may bring to our minds thoſe 
ſplendid robes of light and immortality in which 
the eee wi: nad at the pere of 
the juſt; | 
Upon 4. e it ts Wut of remark, 


and its "obſcured hen either in the tub 


dignity, and dwindles into that nothingneſs 
vrhich ſtrongly marks, and particularly charac- 


.ces of the Goſpel are eftabliſhed by the autho- 
.rity of CHRIS as King and ſupreme Lawgiver 
in his Church; they are particularly-enforced 
by his on exam and his will expreſly de- 


clared; * 
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on lared ; and as they have no dependance on any 
rom ircuimnſtances, which are liable to vary in dif- 
rent countries or diſtant periods of time, it. 
neceſſarily follows that the primitive: model of 
niſtration ſhould be ſtrictly and conſcien- 
coully adhered to. No ptetence to yore 
propriety, nor any plea of inconveniency, can 

juſtify our boldly oppoſing the authority. of Gow 

by the alteratian of his law, and ſubſtituting 
a human Ordinance inſtead of a divine. Ina 
former diſpenſation in which the ritual was nu- 
merous and . burdenſome; the great JEHovAan 
vas particularly jealous of his honour as Su- 
preme Lawgiver, and looked upon the leaſt in- 
dvovation as a direct oppoſition of his authority; 

Moſes, we are informed, was admoniſhed of God 
ts nale all things according to the pattern ſhewed 
him in the mount: And thoſe unfortunate Youths 
who preſumed. to alter the form of his religion, 
and worſhipped him in a way he had not 
ane ſeu mo the ſevereſt marks of 


vpon che leaſt innovation in oh eee 
part of his precepts, as an impious and daring 
oppoſition and contempt of his authority, and 
_ as deſerving of peculiar and diſtinguiſhed ven- 
geance as a direct and open violation of the 
. Moral Law. And as the great King of the 
NY wivccſe required ſuch ſtrictneſs and 1 


tremely difficult to aſſign a teaſon hy he ſhould 0 
ſenpe to human diſcretion under the Chriſtian, 
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in the performance of the minureſt rice belong- 


the (mall number and ſimplicity of its ceremo- 

nials, and the end and deſign of thoſe inſtitu - 

tions being more clearly revealed, are reaſons W__ 
_ which ſtrongly indicate the contrary, __ 


_ is. particularly calculated to ſet aſide worldly 
wiſdom and mortify the pride of man, it can- 


the leaft variation, to honour that wiſdom, or 
_ . Indulge that pride Which the whole ſcope of 


| Surely then it behoves Chriſtians in an affair 


important queſtion, I ho hath required this at 
your bands p Senſible therefore of the pernicious 

- conſequences of error, let us carefully guard 
againſt it whatever appearance it may make, or 
with whatever ſuperficial pomp and ſplendor it 
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lity, and inſiſted on ſuch ſcrupulous'e: 


ing to the legal diſpenſation ; it would be ex- — 


The greater light which ſhines in our Religion, 


And if 
it be further obſerved that the religion of J=sus 


pot, without great abſurdity be ſuppoſed that 
the ſublime author of it will diſpenſe with the 
performance of his poſitive laws, or admit of 


his Goſpel hath a manifeſt tendency to to abaſe. 


of ſuch conſequence to be circumſpeR and wa- 
ry; or how can they give a good account of 
their practice, and a ſatisfactory anſwer to that 
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BELIEVERS BAPTISM. * | 
way be adorned; let us love the truth however 
may be deſpiſed; let us boldly and refolately 
cknowledge and practiſe it; ler us receive it, 
5th all readineſs of mind, and like the ancient 


BrxtANS, ſearch the fene daily whether 
hoſe things are ſo. 


The author of theſe remarks bas been led 
into more extenſive and brighter views ef · the 
glory and beauty of the Ordinance of Baptiſm, 
than what he had before obtained, by lately 
compaſing a Book of Hymns on that Subject. 
He was deſired to attempt a work of this kind 
by ſeveral Miniſters, and Members of the Bap- 
tized Churches, both in London and the coyn= 
try. He hath endeavoured: to go through the 
—'Y ſeveral parts of the ſubject in a regular ſyſtema- 
(ical manner, ſo that the Hymas may be ſung 
* 
E 


at the adminiſtration of the-Ordinance, or at 
other times occaſionally ; or the whole may be 
conſidered and read as a Treatiſe on Baptiſm in 
verſe. And as verſe is ſooner committed to 
memory, and longer retained than proſe, theſe. 
Hymns may be learnt by children to impreſs 
their young minds with a lively and laſting 
ſenſe of the beauty and dignity of this Ordi- 
nance. The copy has been reviſed by the Re- 
verend Doctor Stennelt, and ſeveral of the moſt 
conſiderable of the Londen Minifters ; it lay 
by a conſiderable time, and was reviſed over 
and 


t . SIX FIEY'S. Se. 


3 again, and improved by its autho 


And be bas bad the pleaſure to hear that the A 
Hymps have been made uſeful.in the cloſet, a A 


well as the church ; both by convincing, a y 
| wakiog willing to ſubmit to . holy Ordi 
nance. | 


VM'i whoſe names are hereto ſubſcribed are per: 
fonally acquainted with the author: We have ſee 
und approve his poetical productions : The Hymn 
en Baptiſm we have encouraged, and ſhall continus 
to do the ſame : We hope they will be made uſeful 
to the advancement of the Cauſe of Truth, and with 
lit view recommend them to our brethren. 
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